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: Perſecution, for Religion condemned, c. 


1 7 6 28027 ; 244 %o neten t! iet 6 loge 

es I confider bow tenderly ous Saviour Chriſt recommend 
TS the precept of mutual love to all that profeſſe his Name; 
making, it the Character of his followers By this all men 
pal know that you ave my — if you-love ant another, 
7%. 13.35. And hen Lreſſect how high the great Apo- 
tie Faul exalts the ſame commandment, abridging into 
5 cis one precious ſyllable, the whole duty of a: Chriſtian, 
All the Law u fulfill d in ng word, Thou ſhall love thy Noighbeur as thy ſelf; 
Ga/.y. I cannot ſuſhc.ently wonder, to ſee moſt Chriſhans in this preſent age 
with fire and ſword per ſecute each other, only upon the account of Religion: 
how are we degenerated from the primitiv Believers, who would rather have 
given their own lives, to perſwade their enemies to piety, then ſought to rake 
away the lives of their Brethren, to force them ta Hypocriſie? 

Yer hath it pleaſed the Lord Chriſt in our dayes, pen mhom the ends of the 
world are come, to infuſe the like tenderneſſe into the breaſts of many conſci- 
entious and godly- minded people of this Nation, (who ſeeing the deformity 
and unreaſonableneſſe of thoſe cruel Maxims, that preach ruine and deſtruction 
for the leaſt difference in belief) ceaſe not to pray unto the God of heaven, 
and:follicite the Governors of the earth, that an impartial treedome and abſo- 
lute incoercencie in matters of Religion, may be firmly and irrevocably. eſta- 
bliſhed, for all that profeſſe the Goſpebof Chriſt. 

For encouragement of which holy defigne , woven our of the the bowels of 
mercy, and for determent of thoſe rempeſtuous ſpirits, that with thunder and 
lightning ſtrive to ſtarm mens conſciences, I have endeavqured in this ſhort 
Diſcourſe to demonſtrate, That Conſcience-perſecution amongſt Chriſt ans is 
clearly repugnant to the Light of Nature, the Lame Ged, and the E vidoice a 
aur own Principles, | 


Demonſtrative Reaſons againſt forcing of Conſcience. 

I Ince we have ſo happily ſhaken off that intollerable Yoke of Popiſh in · 

Jabel, (whioh neuther me nor our Fathers were able to bear ) it is be- 
| came to us not only tyrannical, but abſuid, to compel others to a way, 
that our {elves confdle may poſſibly be erronious, we ſee one Parliament repeals 
thoſe Articles of faich which a former enacted ; that form of wor ſhip which che 
Laws of che laſt age introduced, is now generally exploded ; nay, the very laſt 
Reformation, ſetled with ſo folemn a Covenant, and carricd on with fo furious 
2 zcal, is alrcady by better lights diſcovered to be meercly humane, and there- 
fore deſervedly laid aſide: The late Synods Confe ſſion of Faith (hatch'd by ſo 
many years ating ) is now learnedly examined, and indeed for a great part 
ſolidly corifuted, by Mr. A. Parker, and other learned perſons in print; how: 
prepoſterous is it then to conſtrain a ſoul, nt onely to forſake his conſciznce, , 
which may be truth, but drive gim contrary to his own heart, to a way that may 
be errout A 2 2. Since 
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he! t of his brother: One holds Baptiſm 

55 it unlaw ful, a tfurd denics both theſe O- 
| a array, een) ole may, but not that ir muſt be done: confer 
exts, look into Original Tengues, pray inceſſantly ro Ged,and pr ſolemn- 
5 ſincerity of their intentions; yer after all their diligences and 2323 
edfaſtly remaig in their former per ſwaſion; Truly for my part, he thar 
adviſe perſecution in ſuch a caſe (unlefic his fire brought light too with it, to de- 
monſtrare the truth) would ſcarce ſarisfic my ſuſpition, that his coals were ferche 

from che infernal pit. 2 

3. If we reflect upon the difficulties that encounter us in the way to truth, for 
ſtrait is the gate, and narrow u the path, and wi thall conſider the ſhortneſſe of 
our ſight, for here we ſee but in part, and underſtand but in part: there will ap- 
pear more reaſon to endeavour the mutuall aſſiſtance and ſupport, then malicious 
ruine & deſtruction one of another. However, ſince all have neicher equal depth 
of natural judgment, na the ſame meaſure of ſupernatural illumination, but the 
2 bloweth how and where it pleaſeth; we ought not to attempt ſo high a pre- 

umption, as to deſpiſe or perſecute our brother for his innocent and blameleſſe 
miſtakes, leſt we be found to fight againſt God, who is the free diſpoſer of his 
gifts; we know the way of man is nat in himſelf, Jer. 10.23. but his Neps are ru- 

ed by the Lord, Pro. 20.24. and therefore certainly, did we bear a due r to 
God, we would be content to wait his leifure,who aged himſelf by his A- 
poſtle, Phil. 3. 15. If any man be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall in lime reveal even 
this unto him; let us therefore entertain ſuch an one, who proceeds in the ſim- 
pliciry of his heart, with mil ł, till he hrow ſtronger to digeſt ſtrong meat. 

4. All compulſion upon the Conſcience returns us flatly to our old flay 
under the Prelates, nay more to the implicite faith of the Papiſts, with this only 
difference, that we are worſe then either, becauſe our conſciences accuſe us of do- 

ing that which we condemn in others; for whatſoever I am conſtrained to ſwear 

or profeſſe more then I am convinced of proceeds from as great a tyranny as the 
High-Commiſſion, and is as blind an aſſent, as can be march'd in the groſſeſt 
Popery, and dare we think that doing the ſame things we judge in others, we ſhall 
eſcape the judgement of God, Rom. 2. 3. / 

5. Force is pun:ſhment, and conſequently nor juſt, unleſſe rhe offence be vo- 
luntary: but he that believes according to the evidence of his own reaſon, is ne- 

ce ſſirated to that belief, and to compell him againſt ir, were to drive him to re- 
nounce the moſt eſſential part of man, his reaſon. Why ſhould we be commanded 
to try the ſpirits, 1 Joh. 4. 1. to prove all things, 1 Theſ. 5. 28. If chere be not a 
faculty in the ſoul to judge for her ſelf > why are we enjoyned to hold ſaſt that 
1 we erde be Aa REA moſt ſerious ane deliberate election — ſhall 
hi pt out of our Conſcience by penalties > To hat ſe do we prea 
fouls into juſt ſo much liberty of — as ma beper their e ws pop 
permit them to reſt where they find ſatisfaction; Baber prohibit to ſearch at all, 


to impoſe a force u 
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2 impoſſible ; to profeſſe e untrue, 1 am fure is dam- 
6. As it is certain, whoſoever ſwerves from the dictate of his Conſcience com- 
mits 9 fin, Nom. 14. So without queſtion the that endeavour by force 
or attifice to draw any man to profeſſe or act contraty to hat his ſoul , 
ate as deeply guilty of the ſame crime. when you wound the weak con 
"you brethren, you ſin agamff Chriſt, 1 Cor. 8. 12. How danger | 
"expoſe chemſelves to the juſt indignation of God, who by Oarths,Impriſonments, 
Forfeĩtures, &c. both drive others, and fall themſelves into eternal perdition ? 
How deſperately do they attempt to exſtinguiſn the light of Nature, which in- 
diſpenſably obliges al men to deal with others, as they would be dealt with them- 
ſelves, a light placed by God in clear and candid ſouls to ſhine and guide them, 
but in black ones to conderrn and burn them, I ſhall cloſe this dilcourſe with 
the advice of the Apoſtle, Rom.14.13. Let us there ſore uſe our judgement rather 
in this, that no man put a ſtumbiing block beſore his Brother. 8 
2. Tnanſwerable Texts of Scripture againſt coercency 
in Religion. 
Or are theſe ſo excellent and important truths built onely upon the firm 
foundation of ſolid reaſon, but alſo upon the infallible authority of evi- 
Scripture, 2 Tim. 2. 24. &c. The ſervant of the Lord muſt not ive, bur 
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach; forbearing, in meckneſs inructing thoſe that 
are contrary minded, if God perad venture will give them repentance, to the ac- 
tnowledging of the truth, that they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will: And another A forbiding 
us to condemn one another, ſaith (James 4. 12.) There i one Lamgiver, who is 
able to ſave and to deſtroy ; who art thou that judgeſt another ? And in Paul to 
the Romans 14.4: Who art thou that judgeſt anothers ſervant? to bis own Maſter 
be ſtandeth or fallcth, yea be ſhall be bolden up, ſor God à able to make him 
ſtand; one man efteemeth one day above anot ber, another efteemeth everyUay a- 
{the ; let every man be fully pe;ſwaded in his own mind, haft thou faith ? ha 
it to thy ſilf before God, happy is be that condenmeth not * in that w 
he alloweth, that is, whoſe cenſcience inwardly accuſeth not his out ward piofeſ- 
ſion. The ſame moſt zealous Preacher of che Goſpel returns ſo condeſcending and 
moderate an anſwer to a caſe of a far harder found then we undertake to main- 
rain, that it fuſficiently proves he rook his gentle pen trom the ſoft wing of the 
Dove, 1 Cor. 7. 12. &c. F any brot her bath a wife that believeth not, and ſhe be plca- 
ſed. to d well with bim, let him not put ber away; and the woman that bath a 
husband that believeth not, and be be ple aſtd to dwell with her, let her not leave 
him, but if the unbelieving depait, let him dt part; a brother or a ſiſter is not in 
bondage in ſuch caſes, but God bath called ns to peace; ſor what knoweft thou 
0 ary hoo thou ſhalt fave thy husband and what knoweft thou O man,whe- 
ther thou ſhalt ſave thy wife ? as God bath diftribut:d io every man, as the Lord 
bath called eveiy ane, ſo let him wall, and (0 oda in I in all Cnurches. What can 
be ſaid more efficacioully to oblige Chriſtians, in charity and mec kneſſe to for- 
bear one another, then ſo expreſſe an Injunct ion of ſo great an Apoſtle, to live 
aceably even with an Infidel > and again 2 Cor.1.24, He denies chat even the 
Apoſtles themſelys have any ſovtraignty over che Conſcience, but only Commiſ- 


ſions 


* 


. ientious, vot that we have (fayes he to the Corinthians 
minion over your faith, but are helpers of you; joy; ther ein exactly reel 
the Orders which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles; G and teach, not compell, andi 
«ny one receive you not, ſhake off the duſt of your feet , not trample upon 
a» duſkumder feer, Mat. 10. 14. Conſtant to which Doctrine of. Meelgneſſe, 
our Saviour thus inſtructs his Diſciples, Mat. 23. 9. Be not called Rabbi. (that is 
Maſters in ſpiritual matters ( for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all you are 
brethren, To this belongs the patient e the tares,and.letting them grow 
ether with the wheat till the time of har veſt, as alſo that admirable — 
of mildneſs towards che Samaritans,who refuſed to receive even Chriſt himſelf, 
wher cupon the Diſciples ame and Fohn, would immediately command fire from 
heaven to conſume them, as in the daĩes of Elias, but our merciful Lord rebu'ced 
their;zeal, with this ſweet and tender re ply; Tou know not what manner of [pi;1t 
you are f, the Son of man is not come to deſt. oy mens lives, but to ſave them, 
Luk. 9. 54. which one example abundantly ſatisfies all objections drawn from 
che practiſe of Elias, Febu, the ſons of Levi, &c. in the Old Teſtament, for as 
they had an expreſſe command from God to warrant their Zeal, we have an ex- 
prefſe warrant from Chriſt ro command us meekneſſe. If any one ſhall ſliuffle in 
a ſuſpition, that this moderate temper was meant only for the times of perſecuti- 
on, when the Chriſtians had no temporall Power; let him firſt confeſſe that 
thoſe were the beſt and pureſt times, and then ſhew a Warrant dormant under 
our Saviours hand (that is in his Goſpel) ro Commiſfionare his Diſciples as ſoon 
as they ſhou!d get the ſword into their hands, to cur the throats of all diſobeyers, 
and 1 ſubmit; but if they can cite noſuch authority, let them freely acknowledge 
that per ſecution for Conſcience is an unwarrantable tyranny over the juſt privi- 
ledges and liberty of a Chriſtian. 


3.0ur own Principles againſt conſtraint upon the Conſcience. 


Onſonant to theſe reaſons and clear Texts of Scripture, are the Princi- 

ples of all che godly and well. affected of this Nation: to begin with them 

to whom we ow this liberty of diſcourſing, the unparallePd Army, in all 
whoſe proceedings, and Declarations (eſpecially fince managed by the prodigi- 
ouſly ſueceſsful hands of the to later Generals)their Motta has bin Liberty to all 
tender and oppreſſed Conſeiences the glory of which ſo dazles the eys of our ene- 

mies, and encourages the hearts of our friends, that notwithſtanding whatever o- 
ther diſadyantage, we ſtill find the Author of our Vi&orymindfull ot the word, 
which himſelf gave to our Army, The meek ſhall inherit the Land; of which ſhore 
Texts written in our Enſigns, we may read a clear and perfect Commentary in 
che Propoſals of the ſame ſtill triumphing Army, i Aug. 1647. when penetrating 
exactly into the true ſtare of the Quſtion, they prudently diſtinguiſh between 
quiet exeiciſers of cheir Conſciences, and active prejudicers of the Common»: 
wealth, and thereupon offer their earneſt deſires, that all coerc ive power, and all 
civil penaities for non-confoi mity be wholly repealed, and ſome other proviſcen 
made agaiuſt ſuch Papiſts as ſhou'd diſturb the publike peace. 

Many and wonderful are the deliverances which our good God has diſpenſed 
to his ſervants, in reward of this their inclination to mercitulneſs; yer amongſt 
all the glorious appearances of the Lord for his people, none can be found more 

emmem 


eminent then the renowned victory over that rigid and ſevere Kirk. army of the 
Scots, Spt. 3650. who 2 —— Saviour, #0.poſſeſſe 


their ſouls with patience, deſer vedly loſt their lives by violence, a fatal argium . 
deciding maniteſtly this very controverſie in favour of meekneſſe, te che 


maintainers of compulſion were no leſs ingeniouſly then cruelly confured whileſt 
aſſuminꝑ · to themſelves àa Power to force our ſouls, they could not ſo much as de- 
fend their own bodies. | | 

In memory of which great Salvation from the pride and of the Presbyte· 
ran P irſt hood, the Par nt, as a ne Covenant of Thankſgiving for ſo ſea- 
ſonable a mercy, in the ſame moneth enacted an aboliſhment of divers rigorous 
and penal Statutes, contrived on: pur poſe by the haughty Prelats, to break the 
hearts of thoſe, whoſe conſciences they eould not bend, which one Act has won 
more hearts to acknowledge and love the authority of the Parliament, then all 
their ſtupendious victories have forced bodies to confeſſe and fear their Power; 
and if it be not check*d by limitations and partiality in the exccution, will render 
them abſolute Maſters of all that underſtand their ownfelicity: for what can be 
imagined more welcome to a Chriſtian people newly delivered from an Anti- 
chriſtian bondage, then to ſee themſelves infranchiſed'into a holy Liberty of pro- 
ceeding ſincereſy, according to their conſciences in the Worſhip of their 
God? | 8 82 

Wherefore as we are full of joy for ſo excellent an ol by which (as the A- 


oftle faith) we are called unto Liber, fo we are full of hopes to be perfect 

Cs the free & ned abel thereof, without the leaſt een 
or reſpect of petſons, being ſo conformable to the conſtunt received Maxime 
and ſolemn deliberate profeſſion of the Parliament, as appears by the Declara- 
ſion of the Lords and ci mmons,-in anſwer to the Scotch papers, 4. Mar. 1647. 
where ſolio 43. the D ſtipline of 8 cenſures, and all other puniſhments 
for matters of Religion are diſclaimed , as grounded up Pop. ſh and Prelatic at 
Principles, not io be revived under any image or ſhape what fo de: and'a little 
afrer 7/70 63, they proceed in the ſame ſenſe, ut ſhall not be afraid at the im 
Judgement, that we have been more forward 10 ſit Chrift at liberty , then ro caſt 
him in priſon, it being better in our opinion ( where the ts not very clear?) to 
leave God do deal againſt many ei tous, then to uſe his aut hori j for the ſup- 
preſſng of one truth; the weapons of ſaſtmg and prayer, being both more Chf. 
ſtian, and more available in ſuch caſes , then thoſe of fonte and vloltuee; "and 
yet more fully (if poſſible) in another Declaration in anſwer to the letters of the 
Scot s\Commiſſieaers , 17. Febr. 1648. As for the tiutb and power of Religton, 
it being a thiag mirinſecall between God and the ul, and. the matters of 
Faith in the Goſpel being ſuch as no natural light doth reach unto , we conceive 
there is no humane power of coertion therem to , no: to reſtrain men ſi om belic- 
ving what God: ſuffers theius judgements to be perſwaderd of, Words of that 
folid weighrand precious value, as deſerve to be ingraven with letters of gold, 

and rel giouſly obſerved-forever by a tender conſciences, as an Oracle. 
Conformable to the aforeſaid Pr neiples, is that excellent Doctrine and adviſe 
ſer down by Mr. aer and his Brethren, in their Examen ef the [ate'Synqds 
Cenſiſſion of Faith, in theſe words; page 128. Liberty of cenſtiince may be in 
frinzed, firſt by ſreꝶing iy violent means 10 alter conſcientious mens judgment, 
rl 


a Ne 


E 
nd their preſent perſwaſcon ;\ for it is the office of lin who # the Lord of Con- 
zence,ro lighten and mene minds, when and how he pleaſeth, Phil. 3. 15 
t us therefore as many as be 1 and if in any thing you 
- . be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal this unto you. Fee 3; 
2. By inciting another by like forcible means to will and to att a, ainſt bis Con- 
ſrience, and much more by impriſonment , mut s, terreurs or threats, Rom, 14, 
15,20,2t. For this is to make him deſtroy bis ſoul, verſ. 20.23. 
3. we miy not diſturb the peace of mens conſriences, a, make their hearts ſad 
with our invectives, or menacing them c auſleſiy with terrours from the Lord, 
Ezechiel 13,32. Becauſe with lies ye have made the hearts of the righteous ſad, 
whom I have not made ſad, &c. And in page 230. thus, Bur we would not have 
304 aſſume to jour ſelves, 07 attribute unto others, a Power to Lord it over mens 
Faith and conſciences, eſpecially when men walk obediently towards thoſe that 
are in places of Rule and Authority, and live a godly, ſober, honeſt, peaceable, 
and unblameable liſe. If men will do wickedly , and defend a Liberty in Chriſt 
ſo to do, let them be lyable to tbe Sword of Juſtice for ſo doing. But ſar be it 
Jrum us ſo much as by example, to draw a weak brother, a Saint and fellow. ſtr- 
want of the Lord, whom ns man can accuſe, but ſo; his differing judennt, to do 
any thing againſt ( onſtience, whereby be ſhould-condemn himſt , as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Rom. 14. How much more ought Governours to be tender and abſtemious. 
in the uſe of vivlent and coercive means , to precipitate men into ſuch perillous 
aud deKtruftiue courſes. All, authority is given of God for mens welfare , and 
much more ſor the preſer vation; and not the deſtraction of the ſoul. 

By theſe conſideration (I conceive) is clearly demonſtrated the freedome of a 
Chriſtian ſoul.in her commerce for heaven, which fince the mercifull bounty of 
God holds forch indifferently to all, rhe cruel covetouſnes of man ought nor to 
obſtruct to any, ſurely it is the worſt of Monopalies to lay Impoſitions upon the 
way to Paradiſe; Chriſt by his death, removed the Angel that chaſed from thence 
our firſt parents; and ſhall any of us take the Flaming Sword into our hands, to 

eath it in the bowels of a poor Pilgrim, who with a ſincere heart travails to 
the ſame Countrey, onely becauſe he goes not in our company? In my Fathers 
oy are many Manſions, ſaics Chriſt, why may there not be as many paths that 

d ro them? If thcythat have no Law, ſhall be judged without the Law , cer- 
rainly chey that unblameably miſtake the Law, ſhall be tryed according to thoſe 
Expaſitions which appeared unto them, to be the meaning of the Lawgiver,(for 
the ſenſe is the Law, and not the letter) ſpecially having ſo gracious a Judge, 
who hach already declared by his Apoſtle, 2 Cor.8. ¶ there be fit a. willing 
mind, it is accepted according to wha: a man hath, and not according to what he 
bath zot. 0 * 5 

Wherctore let us not by a ſuddain violence break into pieces the conſciences of 
our brethren, but mildly thaw them into a cordial ingenuous unity, that 
righteauſnes and peace may flow together in the ſame channel, and not as bro- 
ken Ice daſh one againſt another :let us patiently expect, till the Lord be pleaſed 
to rake off the vail trom their hearts that are wiſc minded, and not by for- 
cing their judgements, add to their vail of ignorance a worſer ot hypocrifieit be- 
ing now a common experiment, that generally the iſſue of compulſionary and for- 

ced conformity cloſes in this, to make ſome tew counterfeit Proteſtants, and a 
| | great. 


tom and indeed it may be eftecmed the prime miracle of Chriſtianity, 
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ſetvants of the Lord Chriſt ,, john 13. 16. The fer van i not greater then. has 
hor dg if” von kneweheſe thing i, happy re you of you dve theo, 


2 Of tender Conſriences. 
"Pies few utipolifht lines, which I here preſent for incout agement of ten- 


dernes, I defire may not be fretclt to draw in a wild and extravagam H- 
A. certiouines, ſince they aim no farther then to hold up a Liberty to ſuch 
only as profeſſe Chriſt, and walk before the Lord in the integrity of their heart, 
who by the following marks are eaſily diſcernable from all thoſe that fot their 
blaſphemies in Doctrines and debauchery in manners are wouhily excluded 
from the benefit of this Indulgence. 
ny Rs confeſt by all underſtanding men, that tendern-s of Conic's 
ence is not the ſame thing wich truth of judgement, (elſe there could be bur one 
only xind, becauſe truch is but one) bur it ſignifies a proceceding ho fl, wich- 
out ſiniſter reſpects, or diſſnnulation, ſeeking before all chings to know God, 
and fearing aboye all things to effend him. And ſecondly, ſince in out enquiry, 
to whom belongs ſo honorable atitle, we cannot pierce into the inward thoughts 
of men, we muſt give ſentence as they appear to us, which rule in caſes of this 
quality is in it ſelf ſafficiently certain; however, tis the onely means God hath 
wed our nature to guide her reſolutions in the judging of otlier. : 
B The 


. The Ggnes den of tender Conſciences are theſe : If they lead regular, ver 
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be 


intereſt or 


give away good part of their eſtates charirably-, bur ſuffer all to be taken awa 
patiently, and all this for Chriſts ſake, or (to ſpeak more cloſely) for that which 
_ ieve to be his will and commandment, no higher teſtimony of a true and 
real ſincerity can Pane given, or eaſily imagined; and whoſoever doubts 


after ſuch evidence, ( chiefly if many concur in the ſame way) deſerves to be 
condemned, as the moſt paſſionate, malicious and uncharitable perſon in the 
world; for though one man may value his fancy above his life or eſtate, yer 
it is very neer an abſolute impoſſib. lity, that many (eſpecially ifahey be diſcreet 
and rational in other negotiations) thould agree to undo themſelves for a meer 
conceit, did not they ſeriouſly believe, it more imports them to keep their Faith, 
then loſe their Fortunes. e e eee een ; 
By theſe rules we may eaſily conclude rhe admiſſion of thoſe plous and reli- 
gious perſons , who were impriſoned and perſecuted by the late Prelates, into 
the number of render Conſciences; as alſo thoſe precious ſervants of the Lord, 
who by a voluntary baniſhment left their friends and country, to plant the li- 
berty of the Goſpel the ſavage Hearhens of America, X 
Whilſt T was nniſhi eſe lines, a worthy friend · of mine came to honour me 
with rhe civility of. a viſit; to whom reading theſe laſt two ar three cdnſidorati- 
ons, he told me, that as he believed the Qers I had given of a tender 
Conſtience were moſt evidently true, and to albunbiaſed-minds perfectly ſatiſ- 
factory, yet they were appliable to a ſort of people in this Nation, whoſe being 
diſcountenanced, is thought ſo profitable to the State, & ſo pleaſing to a certain 
froward part of the Miniſtery, that he feared my Reaſons might encounter ſome 
oppoſition unleſſe they met wich very ingenuous and difinterefſed Readers; 
plainly telling me, chat the meaſures I had cut out for tender Conſciences, would 
fir the Papiſts as well as if they had been made for them, For who live more 
peaccably with their neighbours, (ſayes he) who deal more juſtly wich all men 
then they? who are more conſſ ant in their Religion, and more ſcrupulous in the 
obſervances of their Law, chen they ? who ſuffer for their Faith, more then they; 
gay, at this time, who beſides them? They ſubmiic their under ſtandings to the 
3 their Church, and their wills to the obedience of its Diſcipline, in 
2 Confeſſion, and many other burthenſom duties, all which ate very diſ- 
agreeable to the Dictates of fleſh and blood, as containing the real practiſe of 
the higheſt ſelf· denial that can be imagined; Ahd for the ſerious hour of death, 
I muſt confeſſe, I have known many of us turn Papiſts upon our death. bed, but 
never in all my life lo much as once the contrary; and to fear e I 
nave oſten obſerved, that they who go from us to them, ſeem (which you make 


che only judge) mare ſpiritual, retired, and devout, then before they left us;where- 

as of the Papiſts that become Proteſtants, (beſides the worldly deſignes they 

may caſily be thought to have) moſt commonly they grow more MO 
| ot 
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boch In Falch pecially the Pricſts, who ſeldeme or never are 


fired my friend: eo bring me to the knowldge of ſome moderate and diſcreet . 
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il erimet, though defended by chem as Points of Religion, reſolved to follow _ 
thoſe ſo certain and evident Principles, which I had al framed (for diſtern- 

ing of tender Conſciences) whitherſoever they ſhould-lead me; and e de- 


that I might examine their Tenents, not doubting their cafie excluſion from 
the priviledges of tender Cogſciences: this my Friend immediately did, recom- 
mending one to me,a morally honeſt and underſtanding man, though (ſaies he) 
a little abuſed in his pt and a great deal for it; After we had met, and a- 
greed to diſcourſe with all freedome, the Nec uſ ant began with a ſhort ſtory of the 
preſent fufferings of Papiſts; whereof (he ſaid) Some are ſeq ueſtred for Delin- 
guency, and thoſe.of all. Cavaliers (cateris paribus) the moſt ſeverely, though of 
all the moſt excuſahle, becauſe wholly depending upon the pleaſure of the late 
King, and infinitely obliged to bis Royal Lenity ; noting it as. an unanſwerable 
argument of their-fidelity and gratitude to ward ſuch as deal with them in mercy, 
as alſo that their declining to receive the oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, ſor 
which they have heretoſore been ſs violently perſecuted, proceeded not from any a+ 
verſion to civil obedience, but becauſe there were mirgltd in thoſe Oaths certain 
expreſſions of a pure ſpiritual nature, repugnant to their conſcieuces, and altoge- 
ther unueceſſaiy to the common ſecurity. | - 4304 en e 
Others are equally puniſhed,that us, their whole eſtates ſequeſtred,atowing on- 
ly a fifib part ſor their woes Wand children, though in true reaſon they are altoge- 
ther juſtiſ able, having never been in any Engagement, but ſound onely in ſome 
Garriſons of the King, wbither they were driven for refuge, being put out of the 
protection of the Parliament by pub. ique Proclamation, theim houſes every where 
11ficd, their goods plundei d, aud li ves endangered by the ſpuldiers, w fe condi- 
tion ſeems cleaj'ly to be within the equity of that Article of the Ani Propoſals, 
Aug, 1647. That che Kings menial. ſeryants, who never took up Arms but only 
attended on his Perſon, according to rheir Offices, be freed from Compoſition; 
much more thoſ who bad both the civil reaſon of duty, and the unanſerable ar- 
gument of neceſſity, to plead for their diſcharge; And. (which s yet more hard) 
ſome Recuſants of this claſſe, who never bare Armes, but were mely. found in 
Garviſons, for their. own perſonal ſicurity, as aforeſaid, are nom rand among 
the bighe$t Delinquents, and their eſtates to be ſold, ſuch are Sir Henry Bedding- 
feld, Mr, Bodenham, Mr, Geffard, & c. | | 
As for the ſingle, Reeuſants, two thizds of their eſtates are ſeiq:d upon, -ovely 
for the cauſe of Religion ; unden which notion are included all ſuch as were here- 
toſore convict of not reſorting to Common - Prayers, or do-now reſuſe the Oath 
of Abjuration, a ne Oath made by the t wo Houſes when ibe ſormer I ud e (c;- 
vice Was eo he » wher in the pi actiſe is flrangely ſevere; ſor upon hatt info; - 
mation, the et ave of the ſuſþctted is ſecured, that is bis, rent $;ec. ſufp:ndrd, be. 
fore any ti al, or legal proof, even ii theſe times of peace, and be ing once thus half 
condemn d, be has no other remedy ta belp himſclf, but by forſvrea ing bis N li ſion, 
and ſo by an Oath a. thouſand times hai ſher then that Ex Officio, tbe draw out 
of bis own moath bis condemnation. | 
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dime to have 1 — nd er rs, — — 
or hainous treaſon that can be imagined, nabe are far more cue liy pu- 
then thoſe that mu de theiy own arents. 
2 theſe extreme ani fatal Penalties that lie upon the Recuſants meerly 
— wr Conſcienc Huch there are many other — _— few ta ors, 
er we yet to the former quite n 
— 9 e6 _ a _ as their continual fear having their 
2 5 broke open & fearcht by Purſuivants, who enter at what houres pleaſe, 
do there what they lift, taking a way not only all the Inftr uments of their Re- 
ligion, but oftentiones-Money, Plate, watches, and olber ſuch Popiſh Idols, eſpe- 
cially if they be found wm the $77 room with any. Piftures , and ſo infected with 
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File as 


Kirk ; for there (a i am informed) the 7 
wb: out of the Kingdome , and prohibited to re ſſde at their own 
— — 5 in ayear , which time is atlowed them ſp: the managing 
of their eſtates , aud 8 efates allowed them for their maniienence abroad: 
A proceediug which: their Principles would clearly juſtifie , if they caula i 
their Principles. But in E where compulſi m upon the Conſtzence is 
ceyed as the wasſt of ſlaveries , io puniſh men ſo ſharply for matters of Religion, 
contra to the Principles publikely received, is a courſe that muſt needs beget 
over-all the warid a ſtrong ſuſpition and preſudite agatnſt the bonou; and repu- 
— of that State, which at the ſame time can practiſt ſuch maniſe ſt contra- 
1085s. 
To this deplorable condition (faid he almoſt weeping) are the Engliſh Catho- 
liques now reduced, yet they hear all, not only with patience, but eden flence; 
ſt. the — complaints ſo frequ⸗ nt in theſe times , never any.thi 
hath been (een to proceed from them, though atwayes the chief, and now the {i 
cxers for their Conſciences except ( not to be altogether. N to 2 
ſelves) ſome madeſt Petitions humbly addreſſed to the 2 rliament , 


ath been the ir unvapp ineſſe, that more weighty affairs have fin 2 
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Whether Papiſts be guilty of 1delatry in the Queſtion of 
Angels, Saints, and Pictures: 


He Papiſt here fiſt took for granred, which indeed I could not deny, that 
] pion be probe true, perſecution in that caſe is certainly unlaw- 
iſe boch fides, for both are probable, it one be, mi 
juſtiBably perf; perſecrze 5 to the utter deſtruction of all Society: and 
returned this anſwer to my firſt abjeQion. 
ue reverence indeed he) Anger and bleſſed Saints TR a reſpe ff 
far mme then we-uſe to men, be cauſe far above their . 
the alteration we give to Go, 7 5 infmitely * re — ks 
52 this, reve arif = — the language of men bath 
finctiveneſſt rad their bodies, — yet is far 
Ks . the thought thei 23 wh wheinee it is they e Tos apply 
# diff fferept —5 "the  ſelf-ſame words and poſtures of bogy ,* as the 
rites 4055 ſacred Majeſty, moſt moſt Mi given to- an . 
the ſtile of Grace to Pukes and Ac hbiſbops Ae ro Noblemen, als, Am- 
baſſadsr nee. f Worſhip to 3 of quatiry, end ſuch ag hear any cen file: 
ble Office in the 3 x fo kneeling to Parents,ft "are Par- 
lament and other Court e, bowang te one rer. ll the N 
are the ſame we uft tawaids God himſttf, and -paſ's fu fag 24 ebtly 
underFood ;. but to a ſtrupulous and wilfu! Firit, bow offenſive Me this one 
word Worlhiphult be, if be reſtefted with a Poke rigor of rowargneſs upon it ? 
Nom as every old woman has capacity enough tg me a differ jon fon 
let wixt going to ſpeat with one at the Lion in Cheapſi 14 5 3 to ſre 
ftingeiſh the 22 ch he ſees m the 


the Lion in oer z ſo may 75 the off ſmple Fabse 
by a very little teaching, Fam to 
Church, om Chriſt whom he believes to be in Heayen ; and conſtquently in no 
more dapger of: committing 1dolatry to that Piſture, then the other TER” ro 
be ton in peeces by the $ 

Upon this Argument Abe peil ," F cal to mind 3 I 5 
in Scripture, How the Pro 3 been Tel flat u Ao 
el, Nam. 32. ack, del to another 
himfelf Captain the Liv s — — not 


nay he was commanded yet fartber, co put off bis ſpoes, 
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was boy, | e les, I eonſeſe, being related 
n I ee mocha ger = bv de- 
of , infinitely differing in the intention of the minde, though very 
le in outward expreſſions; ow by whatſoever names we 3 ſhal agree 
to call this behavior of Ralaam, Tiboa rnd even all che Jews before the Ark and 
Cherubins, Fſce plainly will fully expreſs, and ſhrewdly juſtiſie (at leaſt from 
Idolatry) all the approved practiſes of the Papiſts, which truly caſt up, as far as 
F can diſcern, amount to no more then a reverence towards Saints and Angels, 
ſuitable to the exeellency of their State; and for Churches, Altars, Pictures, 
&c. only to an Ecclefiaſtical kind of good manners. And by the Light of Na- 
ture thus far ſeems to me evident, that all honour or diſhonor done to the Image 
reflects upon the Principall, ſince not one amongſt us but would condemn him 
for a . that ſhould ſhoot at my Lord Generals Picture without Tem 1: 
Bai', and if any ſhould reprove him for his temerity, we would · preſently conclude 
ſuch perſon wel · affected to the preſent Government, and not at all ſequeſtrable 
for dal ati, unleis we could proye chat the abuſed and doting people. ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly adored the painted cloth, which kind of worſhip, I am cell, no Requ- 
fant gives even to the Picture of our Saviour. ä | 
Laſtly, Ithink it probable.not certain, as the Papiſts do, that the ſecond con- 
mand ment intends not to forbid any ſuch inferiour ſpiritual civilities; becauſe 
wiſe Governours contrive their Laws againſt choſe vices, to which they ſee their 
Subjects particularly enclined; and therefore 3 Idolatiy,by offering Sa- 
ifice to Gods made with hands, and repofir | ir aſſiſtance, be- 
ing the common fins ot thoſe times, tis pr e we ought to interpret this Pe- 
cept, as 4 proviſion againſt Heatheniſh Idolarry, nor againſt ſuch kind of reve. 
rear as the jewes by Gods own appointment uſed before the Ark and Che- 
I ins. | 
Agreeable to this, is che Opinion of the learned Mr. Hobs in his Leviathan, 
where fol. 360. he affirms, that to worſhip God in ſome peculiar place, or turning 
a mans ſace towards an Image, is not to worſhip the place or Image, but to ac- 
knawledge them holy, that is to ſay, ſet apart from common ue ; For that is the 
meaning of the word holy, which implie s no new quality in the place or Image, 
but onely a new relation by appropriation ts God, and thereſore is not Idol ati. 
But to we;ſhip God, as inanimeitng or inhabiting ſuch place or Image, 1 1dola- 
try ; as alſo to worſhip God, not as inanimating d, preſent in the plate o- Image, 
but to the end to be put in mind of him or ſome of bis works , in aſe. the place 
or Image be dedicated or ſtt up by private authority, and not by the Autbority of 
them that are our ſoutraign PaStors, is Idolatty ; For the Command ment it, 
THOU HALT NOT MAKE To THY SELF. ANY 
GRAVEN IMAGE. | 
Thus in my judgement doth that learned Proteſtant abſoluteſy clear the Pa- 
piſts of Idolatry,though perhaps he had more preciſe] expreſt this laſt way of 
tranſgrefling the ſecond Commandment, it he had calt'd it will-worſbip rather 
then :4s{atry, becauſe there is only a want of Commiſſion, no exceſs inthe de- 
| greg of reverence ; And though afterwards he condemn praying to Saints de- 
parted, as [dolatry, ge it is only upon a particular ſuppoigion ef his own, that 
there is yet no ſuch ing as Saints in heaven. | 
When | had read this paſſage of ſofamous an Author to che Recuſant, he to 
* l requite 


enes in their af 
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echuite > my y, immediately te, me the words of the counce of Trent, 
Ach be aul fired 3 from Mr. Hobs, and very little from me 2 
For as I thought; that the it; of ſome inferior kind of reverence towards 
Churches; and other᷑ inſtrumenu of piery, was probably unforbidden ; ſo that 
Councel decrees the abſolute lawfulneſſe thereof, in che 25.Seſion,where to the 
Conon concerning Images;are added theſe words of explanation: Not that there 
s believed any divinity or vert ne in them, for which they ought to be boy ay Cha 
or that they are to be petitioned for any thing, or any confidence ought to be re- 
oſed in images, as of old was done by the Genliles, who placed their hope in Idols, 
bo becauſe the honour exbibited to them is referred to the Prototype they re- 
prefent , _— through the Images, which we kiſſe, and before which we bare 
our heads and kneel down, we may adore Chrift and venerate his Saints, 
upon occafion of which words, the Papiſt aſſured me, that in no Councel is 
uſed the phraſe of Religious worſhip, when they treat of theſe queſtions, nor any 
ching r commanded as neceflary, but only their lawtulneſſe de- 
clared , that ſuch as find benefit by their aſſiſting the memory, or exciting the 
affections, may ſafely uſe them, the reſt may let them alone, provided they cen- 
ſure not the practiſe of others, over hom they have no juriſdiction, nor con + 
demn the judgment ↄf the Church, who has juriſdiction over them. 
And hereupon we both agreed in this collateral obſervation, That if all mo- 
dein Controvertiſts would reſtrain their diſputes to poſitions generally received 
as of Faith in the Church, of which they are members, attending only to her 
expreſſions, and not to che terms of particular Writers, the differences amongſt 
Chriſtians, ſo fatal to che peace of Europe, would be both leſſe numerous, and 
far more reconcileable. | 


Whether Papiſts be guilty of 1dolatry in the Euchariſt. 
D Efore we could proceed to the ſecond part of this Queſtion, the Recuſant 
5 pon ſome occaſions was obliged to go into the Country, whence he ſent 
me chis following paper: 


Since it is concluded between us, that Probability extmpt: ſrom perſecution, 
Iſhall endea vour io prove that the Real preſence of. our Sa uioui in the Euchariſt 
ts at leaſt a probable Opinion ; and in ode; thereunto, cite the moſt expreſſe and 
dis eil terms of the holy Stiipture, as. fi. St the promiſe o SAVIOUR, joh. 6. . 
The bread that I will give is my fleſh , which I will give for the lite of the 
world; and ver.55. My Fleſh is meat indeed, and my Bloud is drink indeed. 
Secondly, The performance of that promiſe, in the words of Inſtitutimi , Take 
eat, this is my Body; punttually repeated by the other three Evangclifts, Mat. 
26.26, Mar. 14.22. Luk. 2 2. 19. And thirdly , the places declaring the uſe of 
this Sacrament in the Apofiles time, 1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of bleſſing which 
we bleſſe, is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? and the bread 
which we break, is it not the participation of the Body of the Lord? 1 Ce. 1 1. 29. 
He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation co 
himſclf,no diſcerning the Lords Body. Thus the great Apoflle S. Faul, and all the 
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melech m/-!00k Sara from her husband, being informed Ws 
bis Site; 2 — and eonſtientious King received 4 ſrum God bim- 
ſelf, pon this account, that he did it ( faith the tant) n the ſimplicity of his heart 
Gen. 20.6. which ſeems an exhrtſſe and infallible detifion of this Controver ſee, 
— men may be unbappy by being deceived, but are not guilty , unleſſe they de- 
ccrot themſelves. g 

This kind of reaſoning provatted ſome what the more with re, becauſe the A- 
pology of the formed Churches of Fraxce, expreſsly approves it; faying, f an 
ApoStle had by miſtake adored ſome other man reſembling Chriſt , when he liuHed. 
on earth, his errour would huve excuſed him, pale chap. T . As on che other ſide 
Mary & t agdatent nor adoting Chriſt, hen he appeared to her in che habit of a 
Gardener, ot 20. 15. was never accuſed as a defect of devotion; wherefore 
ſince the __ all profeſſe not to terminate cheir adoration in the ſpectes of 
Bread and Wine, nor any other creature, bur in the bleſſed perfon of our Lord, 
I conchide them ertoncons in their Doctrine, but not idolarrous in their practiſe, 
to be patied as ſouts miſled, not perſecuted as malicious. 

Nor can I ſatisſie my Conſcience, ſince to this peint che Opinion of the Pa- 
Piſts is no more oppolite to us, then that of the Lutherans , why we ſhould 
freely allow Comuni on to ＋ even of ſpirirital things, and in the mean while 
not afford them fo much as the liberty to poſſeſſe their own temporal goods. The 


Lathezars believe our SAVIOUR to be as really in the Eachariſf, as he 
was pon th Croffe, but do not adore him; the Papiſts both believe and adore; 
for tuy part, 1 ſhould clearly, either do both, or neither, at leaſt I ſhall never be 
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bur conſeicace:fake ; ir hat I ly iſtian Prince or State is — in the wol 12 
the Kuß ject s ferve with more fudelitythen the Spaniard, French, and:Italian, all 
Catbolihe Dominions ? and particularly in England, where we.are ſome of Paul, 


end ſome of. , and ſome ef Cephas, what compariſon is there bet wiat the 
bebav om of acholikes, towards 2 6. and ag the fury of Luthe> 
rans und Calviniſts in G indeed whereſgever theꝝ are diſcontented.; 


there is a vaſt di e, 4s t9Government, between theſe wo caſes, to 
7 — theintroducement of nnowations, by which ag —＋ A 
endangered, and to attempt iy force the exting t of an ancient Religian, 
whereof. the people are wntverſatly in quiet and immemorial poſſeſſion, the cone 
- thrives others ou of poſſeſsion, the other maintains himſelf in,the-one anvades bis 
neighbours rights, the at her defends. bis own. 


How 


. 


* How many modem experiences ( 5 eaſieſt argument to be underſtood, and 
ſures io be 7elied on) clearly 7 this queſtion; if we but conſider the uninm 
of hearts, and common intereſis of State, between the Proteſtant and Catholike 
Cantons of Swirzerland, where very many Churches ſe ve by turns upon the ſame 
day, for the excrciſc of both Religions, dividing every Sunday morning into 
two parts, and aſſigning to each about three hour for their devgtions ; wherein 
. they are ſo punctual to maintain equality, that if the Proteſtants have the firſt 
three houres one morning, next week they are to have the laſt; and this they con- 
tinually praftiſe, without enterſering or offending one another. 
To this ſo pregnant example ( Juſficient of at ſelF to cleare the confsency 
of, thoſe two Religion:) I hall further adde their faire comportment one 
towards another, in many Provinces and Free-towns in Germany; but moſs 
remarkable is their friendly and peaceable living together in Holland, even 
during ſo long and dangerous wars with Spain; Spain the chief protector of the 
Catboltke faith, Spain the moft ʒealous propagator of the Pontifflial authority; 
to whoſe dominion if the Dnited-· Provinces ſhould agam retu;n, certainly the 
Catbholites there might prudently promiſe to themſtlves all poſſible advan- 
tages; jet notwithſtanding ſo great occaſion of jealouſie, the States (then whom 


none are more vigilant over ther true Intercit) have not only with ſecurity, but 
exceeding beſ 


t to. thei Commea-wealth, tolerated the Catholikes of quiet 
eonverſation, to live ſreely among ft them. And on the other fide the Catholikes, 
mn eratitude for ſo favourable a treating, have. exatily corre ſbomied to the 
my of eherr 1M agiſtr ates, mh a moſt conStant , ſincere ,. and fauhſu ok 
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To none" of theſe ſufpitions are the Recuſants of England in the leaſt meaſure 
obn0xi815,becauſe wharever change of Government can happen, they muſt expcit 
but 2 milder degree of diſaffe ion towards them, at mo#t a ſufferance, no encou-. 
ragement, or particular confidence; and inſallibiy, the riger of the Bawe s 
aer d erent motive which are now no wayts preſſing were qua- 
if 


lified to a tempcy of me rey, that the Catholikes nig enjoy b the Libert ies 
to which they were born, they would be the moſt pays and u ) op Subjects of 
England, ſmce their Religion obliges. them to obey the lawful commands of 
their Super iors, not only for fear , but confrieuce. Nor did ever the very wort 
of them Stir is any ſeditton at a time when they were admitted to but balf the 
common rights.of Engliſh-men,” nor. were they many that ever attempted: the in 
own 2 their Countries peace, all the reſt fitting quietly and 
patiently under the hurthens which the beavy band of thoſe times continually 
heapt upon them. * 

Now that the crimes (thou h never ſo, hainous) of a few diſcontented\ and 
acſperate ſpirits, ſhould be imputed to their Religion, whoſe priaciples.expreſly 
condemn ſuch conſpiracies ,- ſcems extremely 11gorous ; but when to thoſe d ho- 
70. able imputations are yoyned mtolerable penalties. both upon our lives and e- 
ſtates, and not ouly agarnſt the then living Catholthes , but all their poſterity to 

this very day, (urtly it muſt needs appeare the moi baiſh and ſevere proceeding 
that ever was practiſi d in the world. nher ſore 1 ſhall cloſe this ſecond Letter 
with my humble prayers to the gracious Redeemer our ſoules, that you would 
ceaſe t0umpute all our faults ts our Religion, and we begin to commit no other 


s faults 


times be profitable, ] cannot think they 


122. { we baßyih overcome our own inf,mities, and fe, , 
algen ſhon/d | 


als fie your - | | | 
* 1 had well peruſed this Gentlemans diſcourſe , and attenti vel | 
his letters, I muſt freely confeſſe, I could not have believed that either 
piſts had ſuffered ſo much from us, ot been able to ſay ſo much for chen 


Pa- 
o 


I donor mean in order to prove the truth of their Religion, but the unreaſon- 
ableneſſe of our perſecution ; ſince really to my underſtanding, our j of 
their obedience as unneceffary unte us, as prejudicial to them; for I ang 
confident there is no Religion in the world, but by good Laws againſt breach 
of peace, and due execution of chem, may be made confiſtent with any Kingdom 
or Commonwealth whatſoever. more oppoſite in belief chen chyiffians, 


Fewes, and Turks, yet we ſee by experience chat Fews are not inconſiſtent. Vith 
the Gererment of Chriſtians, nor (hyiſtians with that of the — 2 


cCbriſtians as are here in N Papiſts. 


As concerning che ine we charge upon chem of the Popes power over 
Supreme Ma 2 I had the fortune ſome few years ſince to meet with a pa- 
per that clearly anſwered all my difficulties, wherein were written the negative 


ſubſcriptions of many Engliſh Recuſanrs againſt theſe chrec following Propo- 


ſitions, as no part of their Faith or Religion, the Subſcribers being both in 
number and quality ſufficient to repreſent the whole body of them in this 


Nation, 


1. That the Pope or Church 22 to abſolve any pe: ſon or priſons ſrom 
their abedicnce to the civil and political, Government eftabliſht ,. or to be 
eſtabliſht.in this Nation in civil and political affairs. IE 

2. That by the command or diſpenſation of Pape oi Church, it is lawful to 
kill, deſtroy , or do any Inj to any pcrſon or pe; ſons living within the 
Kings dominions, becauſe that ſuch a perſon of perſons are accuſed , con- 
demned, 4777575 ar excommunicated for Error, Schiſme, or Hereſie. 

3. That I is lawful in it ſelf, or hj diſpenſation From the Pope, to break u- 
miſe. oi oath made to any of the ſoreſaid pe, ſons, under pretcuce that they 
are Heretiques, PTR 8 


Theſe they utterly diſclaim, and renounce as na part of their belief, profeſſing 
under their hands their readinefle to abjure (if the State ſhould ſo require) the 
practiſe and execution of them all: which gave me ſo much the more ſatis- 
tation, by how much it was beſides my expectation, nor have I now any thing 
ro ſay againſt them upon that accaunt. | 

And indeed, if we conſider theſe differences between us impartlally, our ſu- 
ſpitions are not only confuted, but ſhamed by our owndaily experience; for we 
truſt P,apifts in all Negoriations , as inditferently as Proteſtauts, nay even our 
Travellers and Merchants beyond Seas where the. Papiſts are Maſters)converſe 
and traffique ſecurely with them, and yet I never heard the leaſt complaint of 
any one ſingle Proteſtants being cheated by them, upon pretence of cxemprion 
or diſpenſation; and therefore fince they proces not that part, which may ſome- 

old to no purpoſe, that which is al- 


wayes pre judicial. | 
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or ſix hundred 


all exceptions, but 

Nasser happen; hence. ic & eaſie for a ſevere obſerver wig to gather 

Nctions enough to puzzle the moſt dle and politique Statiſt in the — — 
ſwer, eſpeeĩally if they be N with dexterity and eloquence amongſt a half- 
witted — ſtubborn people, who — 4. — themſelves, nor will be led 


I >: nor blink wok enough to be i re they are, and yet too ſhort- 
ä — whither they they go; e fy in this, that they are tender in 
the ſenſe of any preſent e y incapable of Dre en the deſtructi- 


on thar follows their imipatience. 
Hear what is charitably ſaid of the Papifts in the foreſaid Examination ot the | 
late Hnods Confeſſion f Faith: ( Pag- 266. The Papifts believe in the ſame God 
with the” Ms, ever in the Father, t he bon, and the Holy Gboft, though 
N T, or branches of 5 Aviicles of their bet and in their 
way we ene z-yea ſome of of ide Papiſts are regenei ate, conſtientions , and ver- 
tus us per 
Wii: a bumbly conceive 


£] cur A. god Miniſters ought fin- 
make a conſcience of judging. or 


cere — ire into the truth dt 
erwiſe hen freund ut prubata: and not upon bare jealouſies, or the 
0 — dae 7 gar condemm an free born member of rhis. Nation far · 
ther 12 he. ſhall be! —— to be? guilry a Nor do I believe it reaſonable, to 


charge ercryunjuſtifiable action of particular Papiſtr, or eura opinion 

of any pt ĩvate writer a them, upom the whoſe cheit Religion; The 
Decrees of their Councels,they c'to be the only abſolute 'declarers of their 
Faith, amongſt whoſe. dererminativns:here are faul h, which: they 2 


to defend; no need of impofing uporrthenrerrours; which * 2 

us lay our hahds upon our one hearts, we our felves want not our capri 

exot bitant: conceits; which ought not to be imputed to che whole — 
med Religion; bur to the imperfection ef humane Nature, eafily decei- 


ved with i colour of truth, and paſſionately in love with its owne in- 
vention. 
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But beeauſe I perceived by a paſſage in the Recuſants diſcourſe, that noching 
lay more heavy upon them then the new Oath of Abjuration made by the Pres- | 
byterian Party in the beginning of the late troubles ; I-ſhall adventure humb 
to move ſome Ouerts thereupon, tranſcribing firſt a true Copy of the Oath it 
felfe. ps | | 
IAB. Do abjure and renounce the Popes-$uprematy and Authority over the 
Catholike Church in gener al, and over my ſelf in particular, and I do believe that 
there is not any Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, or in the 
Elements of Bread and wine,after Conſecr anon thereof by any perſon whatſoever ; 
Ido believe that there is no- Purgatory; and that the conſecrated Hoſt, Cucißxes 
or Images ought not to be worſhipped, neither that any worſhip is due unto them; 
and 1 alſo believe that Salvation cannot be meitted by wo , and all Doftrines 
in affirmation of the ſaid points, I do abjure and renounce without any equivoca« 
tion, mentall reſervation, or ſecret evaſion whatſoever, taking the words by me 
ſpoken, according to the common and uſual meaning of them, So help me God. 


1. Whether this Oath do not flatly contradict the known Laws of the Land, 
by enforcing a free-born Engliſh-man to accuſe himſe lf, with ſo ſtrong and dan- 
gerous a temptatĩon to per jury, where the choice is only this, either forſwear 
Religion, or ruine your eſtate ; a ſeverity that far exceeds the tyranny of the Pre- 

lates, whoſe indignation ſtayed it ſelf upon the exteriour non- conformity, where- 
as this paſſes on to conſtrain the inward belief of the minde, which God (the 
ſearcher of all hearts) hath reſerved to himſelf;and all this, in Queſtions no waics 
concerning either Idolatry, or the ſecurity of the State, as Pargatory, and the 
Doctrine of merits ; for that Conſcience that is not wide enough to ſwallow 
all the Oath , how great ſoever the part is that he can digeſt, it will do him 
no a | 
| La his Oath being wholly Negative, and no Poſitive Arricles eſtabliſhr by 
the Parliament, to be propoſed to all as the touchſtone of Faith, whether it be 
conſcientious to oblige the Papiſt to ſwear away his own Religion, before we 
have provided another for him ? 1 
3:-Wherher it be conſcientious or reaſonable for us ro enforce this Oath on 
the Papiſts, fince we have many godly perſons of our own party, who will not 
take it, and others who will not ſwear at all: Hear what is ſaid in the Exami- 
nation of the-before-mentioned Synodical conſeſſion, pag. 238. There is agreater 
reſtrai nt laid upon us now then in the Old Teſtameat, Mat. 5.34. James 3. 12. 
which bath made ſome to ſhun Oaths, though called to ſwear by the Magiftrate 
in matters lawfull. And again, that it is a ſin in thoſe, who impoſe unneceſſary, 
ſubtil and enſnaring Oaths, Zach.5.3,4. There is a cx ſt gone out againit ſwea- 
ers, as well as againft theeves ; becauſe of ncedleſſe ſwearing, as well as ſalſe 
wearing, + Land is made to mourn, Fer. 23. 10. 

4. Since all theſe Negatives are not clearly ſer down in Scripture, as funda- 

mental points of Chriſtian Faith but . from paſſages, to which the An- 


ſwers are believed as probable by them, as che by us hy ſhould we 
& cruelly perſecute one another for Doctrines, that are either obſcurely reveill- 
ed, or nut neceſſarily enjoyned. | 


. How ſhall we defend the Oarh againſt this Objection, chat any Few,Tuk 
. "i 


. 


R | + 3 


„ : 2} * * 
or Infidel may take ir lawfully, according to their prineiples, nay will delight to 
ſwear n poine of that Church,which(by reaſon of their — == 
Territories) mainly oppoſes them; nor have we any Law at all (to my know- 
| ledpe) for which Jew, Turk, Heathen, or the moſt groſſe Heatheniſh idolater 
is ſequeſtrable , nor any penal Oath againſt the moſt extravagant blaſphemies, 
that a looſe wit can imagine, and a prophane utter, as * Anti- 
trinitarians, and the like > What can be more deſtructive to the very foun- 
dation of chi ſtiani9, then the pro and ſcandalous blaſphemies of Nr. Fry, 
a late Member of Parliament, who publikely in print not only denĩes, but de- 
rides that Supreme Myſtery of Chriftian Religion, the ſacred Trinity, calling it 
a chaff e and abſurd Opinion, exc, yet the mercy of the Parliament contented it 
ſelf with a moderate and favourable puniſhment,cxcluding him only from ſirtin 
amongſt them; and if his Dignity and publique Character had not rendr 
him obnoxicus to the crime of ſcandal, he might perhaps have remained as 
oy from trouble, as all the reſt of his Opinion do, who nevet yet have ſuffered: 
the leaſt moleſtation for the grea eſt exor bitances that can be deviſed. 

In paiticular at the Quarter - Se ſſions ar 7: ſimmſter, on the 24. of June 1651. 
there were five Ranters convented before Colonel Baater and other Juſtices, 
and ſufficĩent proof, that they had maintained that one Robins a Glaſier was a 
P. ophet, and that his wife was with child of the Meſſias, with ſuch other blaſ- 
phemous ſtuffe : but four oftheſe, not then abſolutely aflerring theſe Opinions, 
nor yet denying them, but evading the ſeverall queſtions demanded of them 
the Bench, were diſcharged, the fifth was committed (as he well deſerved) not 
for his Opinions, but for . juſtices Traitors, &c. On the ſame day 
a Gentle woman great with child, and ſome others, were alſo convented for a 
ſuppoſed hearing of Maſſe, on the day commonly called C hriſt mas- day, 16. 
at the then French-Ageats in Long-Acre; and though there was no dire& 
proof thas they were at Maſte , but ax Martins or Prayers before Maſſe, yet 
Colonel Batter did maintaine againſt ſome other of the Juſtices,” that Mattins 
and Maſſe was all one ; and ſo the Gentlewoman and the reſt were fined one 
hundred marks apeece, and ſent to priſon, according to the rigor of the Statute 
in that behalf formerly made: The ſeverity of which laſt proceeding, and the 
parriality of the firſt, needs no Comment. — 

Why muſt the Papiſt be thus ſingled out from all che reſt, and peremptorily 
fore'd to this hard choice, of either farteiting his eſtate, or for ſak ing his conſci- 
ence? If we fear their increaſe, we overvaluc their Religion ; if we doubt their 
diſturbing us, we undervalue our dyn ſtrength; abundanrly ſufficient are the 
means which God hath put into our hands, to ſecure onr ſelves from a few diſ- 
arm'd Papiſts; abundantly ſufficient were this only proyifion'; to exclude them 
from Offices of importance, and exccute ſevere puniſhment upon ſuch as ſhould 
actually attempt any thing to the diſcompoſure of the State. 

Nor can ſuch gentleneſſe and moderation towards quiet Recuſants, be juſtiy 
accounted a toleration of them, becauſe (1 conceive) that word ſignifies an ab- 
ſolute equality in all civil reſpects betwixt Subjects of different judgments in 
Religion; elſe the preſe erings ot Papi ſt s, paying their two thirds, might 
by the ſame frowardnefle be as a toleration, whereas the penalties indeed * 
are altogether intolerable: Not to inflict · the utmoſt ſeverity of puniſhenr, ts ' 

not 


| Jour of Juſtice infli& a penalty upon any different prof, rr ys 
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efteem him not an enemy, but — 6 brother, at worſt 8 bang 


— — fin, ex- 
— — 


4 conſcienciour way of ſetling Religion . 


N che — where God commands children to obey their parents 

12 ds parents * ovoke their children, Epheſ. 6. And where 455 exact has 

eliry in — likewiſe requires moderation in Maſters z nay more, the 
Text includes even bondmen and ſlaves, enjoining the Maſters to er threat 
ning, knowing that their Maſter alfo is in heaven, neither us there re ſpect of per- 
ſons with kim : thus clearly doth the Word of God condetun as well harſhneſs 
and in Governours, as ſtubbernneſs and treachery in Subjects; To chat 
there is renderneſs of eonſciente requiſite on the iſtrates part, to pro- 
ceod ſinbetely and purely for the good of the people, that e may truly ſay with 

A I ſeth ot yo " bat jou, 2 Cor. 12. 1. And again verſ. 17. Dia 
a you, by of them whom 1 out wen yu in cen ard we 


are danger which ee e 
i, dag neither — — s make a peaks of 
conſciences concerning matters of R 
Since therefore the onely of che Corrector in ſuch caſes is the 
benefit of the ſufferer, follows, chat before we ean with the leaſt ao- 


panel 


means poſſible to recover them to truth; and therefore 


collect a body of poſitive Articles, ev —— Gods 3 
— to mans ſalvation, it being very - Warhol 
formref Faith inthe Negative, becauſe my believing cd. pt me 


a Chriſtian, and not my disbelicving the errors that oppole it, elſe he that be- 
lieves nothing at all would be the beſt Chriſtian. 

— > penn wo the moſt religious way is, that every one chat will 
CT ae Cn nn Con at 

ot e diligencies tation ayer, no 
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obſcure or unnceeſſ rovide for the peace of wealth, 
and ſubmit the reſt to whe plcetoe Lf God. 


When we have ſummary of belief, according to theſe three con- 
ditions, poſitive, 3 11, (with which the Cre car d 
che Apoſtles, ſuies beſt of an uw) Lever or) Sen cghn ought the 3 hold forrh 


inthe ſpirit of love and mee it cerities 


if any hall be found diſſenting . few) let us 
entle one it -r 2 


follow the Apoſtles rule in 
2 Theſ. 3. 6. n be 8282 -and werſe 25, 
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I leave him to the hardneſſe of his heart: if his | it 
Will check; if obdirate, he will ſoon break out into 2 juſtly - 
not to anticipate his confemnation before he be legally convinced of actu- 
all offence againſt the publike repoſe. | N Nn, 
If we ſuſpect the diſaffection of any Party, as — — firſt male ĩt 
their intereſt io love their 1 by treating chem at leaſt merciſully in it, and 
then we ſhall have a fair tryall of their fidelity; I doe net kn ene e: 
where, to a Prince or State that uſed them wel}, they have ſhown 
ungratefull. | 9 6 
And though ir be the duty of every Chriſtian to love his enemy, and do good to 
thoſe that perſecute him, yet ſurely it is a hard ſaying, and the moſt ſincere pro- 
feſſors of any Religion whatſoever find difficulty enough to obſerye it;even Pro- 
teſtants as well as Papiits know how to fall out with thoſe Magiſtraes that op- 
preſle chem, elſe how ſhall we excuſe the civil Wars of France, Germany, Hr l- 
land, & c. if we have not xecourſe to the hatſh uſagt of their Syperiqurs;nor need 
we ſeek the reaſon of theſe diſorders amongſt the Articles ef any Parties Re- 
ligion, when by the inſtin& of Nature, not only man, but even the moſt triviall 
creature that ſcems to have no intereſt iu the world, attends with dili o the 
| 28 of 1 ſelf: 3 blame the 2 — worm, chat — wWenvalkk 
fairly by, it proſtrates it le; ore us, and lowly creeps, upon che ground, 
if when we Rk. upon it, iciliſt its head, and ſtrive to wring it ſelf from under 
our cruel feet? Notable to this e is the old example of the Piue: mates, 
an ancient people of 1taly, who having rebell'd againſt the Common-wealth 
Rome, and being almoſt quite reduced by force of Armes, they diſpatch their 
Embaſladors tor terms of z the Senate ſternly ask chem, uchat yew peace 
they could expect, who had ſouſolinily inſ;inged the old? To which they ſtoutly 
anſwered, e muſt now take ſuch conditions as you pleaſe to give; if they be mo- 
derate, you ſhall find us faithſull; f toa heaty, we ſpall obſerve them only till we 
may ſaſiiy break them: Which free and generous expreſſion induced that wiſe 
Senate to aſſigne them their own demands. This fo full and pregnant inſtance 
humbly offer, as moſt worthy the imitation of our Eng/zſh Senate, that even to 
Recuſants, who ingage to live — — quietly amongſt us, ſuch reaſona- 
ble conditions of ſubſiſtence may be allowed (ſince they are equally with our 
ſelves born to the freedome of this Nation) as their conſciences be not vio- 
lated, their ſpirits imbitered, ner humane infirmity tempted to deſpair; let us 
rather encourage them to come to our meetings, and freelypropoſe their difficul- 
ties, which now they dare not, for feat of diſcovering thir judgements, to the ru- 
ine of their eſtates. Let us uſe che ſame gentleneſs here in Eygland, that his Ex- 
cellency the Lord General practiſes in Scotland, rowards thale that ate not only 
otherwiſe minded in Relig on, but contrary minded in ci nil cancernments, and 
actually in arms to maintain their oppoſitĩonʒhe invites them to conferences, and 
himſelt wich admirable temper and moderation manages, che di ſcourſe, allowing 
free liberty of reply to the adverſe party, without paſſion, bitterneſs or chreat- 
ning, and though he find not the event anſwerable to his endeavours, remains at 
leaſt ſarisfied in his conſcience, by having given a reaſon of his actions; and 
. whom can we better imitate,then ſo great * inſtrument of the liberty we all en- 


Joy ? 


„II. 1. 13. and aſter the fit and ſoc alaunitionrejedt bin, Ting e. 
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joy? or wherein gan we follow him with ſo much praife both of God and man, 
2s in the mildneſſe of his ſpirit, by which he conquery more powerfully, then by 
the ſharpneſs of his Sword? have not the Papifts underſtandings as well as we, 
which our Arguments may re&ikic ? have they not — 2 our chari- 
ty may gain to heaven? why do we not ere& a Commitkee to purchaſe ſouls, as 
ve have Contractors to ſell ? why is there not eſtabliſſit a Committee of 

Salvation, as wel as of judempnity, win the Queſtions of Religion may be 
freely diſeuſt, and the diſtreſſes of a tender and innocent conſciences impartially 
relieved 2 if men dealt mildly,and only by the Goſpel way of perſwaſion, ſurely 
there would in time grow Society, Commerce, and mutual confidence, and ſo fre- 
quent opportunities of clearer information; when once all jealouſies and miſ- 
underftandings of one another ſhall be laid a ſide, the differences amongſt Chri- 
ſtians will ſvon be reconciled,ifnor to an abſolute and preciſe unity of Faich and 
Doctrine, yet at leaſt to a bleſſed union of peace and love. 

Oh how much better and more admirably divine is the gentle method of the 
Chriſtian, how to propagate it ſe lf iz plain evidence. of the ſpirit, then the un- 
natural Turkiſh cruelty, of taking children from their parents! or the unwor- 
3 — policy of taking the inheritance from the children ! or laſtly, 
which is worſe then either, the barbarous Heatheniſh tyranny of ſhedding bloud, 
and rearing limb from limb meerly upon the account of Religic.n. . 

Nor can I find any ſatisfaction in that ſhuffling and hypocritical diſtinction, 
invented by the Lawyers to deceiveithe common 2 implicity and in- 
nocency they eaſily beguile, by pretending that none are executed for Religion, 
but for offending againſt the Laws > whar can be more palpably falſe, or devil- 
liſhly malicious then this? who does nor ſee but by this rule thoſe bloudy ryrants, 
Nero, Diocleſian, and the reſt of the ten infamous perſecutors, muſt be canoni- 
red for good and conſcientious juſticers, becauſe racy judged according to Law? 
who does not ſee that by this rule thoſe glorious Martyrs,who watered the Chri- 
ftian Faith with their prong blood, muſt be ac. eunted Traytors, becauſe they 
ſuffered according to Law ? nay even the not Jos „ who crucified our bleſſed 
Saviour, impiouſly alledged the ſclf-ſame reaſon tor themſelves,ye have a Law, 
and by our Law he ought to die, John 19. 7. 

Nor can I forbear to profeſſe how extremely unwelcome that ſcurvy news was 
to me, of one #1ght a Jeſuice, being drawn to Tyburn as a Traytor upon a 
hurdle for his Religion, on the 19.0f May 165 t.becauſc I had ſo often commen- 
ded the moderation of the preſent Authority, as having never ſpilt ane drop of 
blood for Religion: and though the Sequeſtr ations of all peaceable Fecuſants 
were flatly againſt our Maximes, yet the preſſing neceſſities of the State, and 
cheir purpoſe (which I alwaics believed) of taking away all penalties upon the 
gonſcience, after a ſhore time, when the Governmenc thould be a little better ſct- 
led excecdingly qualified the harſhnefſe of thoſe pecuniary ſeverities; but now 
with grief I mult lay down my arms, and with ſhame revoke all my arguments 
which I have hitherto uſed, to leſſen the injuſtice of our ſequeſtring for conſci- 
ence, and paciſie the ruines of many well- affected and religions perſons , who 
nighly diſtiked even that /o#/-money, as King James uſed to call it; wherein as I 
have had no ſmall ſucceſſe, ſo now I cannot with a ſafe Conſcience endeavour 


_ more, leſt I ſhould co- operate to deccive the people; Sequeſtr ations I con- 
tris did ſhrewdly crack, but this killing has broken quite in pieces all our er. 
| | ples, 


tac 25) | 8 S 4 

we Againſt what have ine principally tought all this while, har coercencie in 

eligion? For what have we made ſo many ted. ous Marches,and Declarations, 
but L'beyty of tender Conſciences ? Is this to. bold forth the truth in love ? is this 
fo initindt in meckne becomes the ſervants of the Lord? let us take heed 
how we fall into the hands of the living God, let us alwayes remember thar 
voice ſpeaking within us, They ſbal be judged without mercy, that have ſhewed 
no mircy. 3 
i Beſides the ſharpneſſe of rhe ſentence, the very Trial (as Lam informed) had 
many fingular and unuſual paſſages, as that nothing was proved againſt the 
Priſoner, but chat a great many years ago he had ſaid e in Flanders, and 
this only by one witneſſe, and one who in open ions profeſt a particular pique 
and quarrel towards him, alledging an old grudge as one of the reaſons why he 
came up out of the Country to ſwear againſt him, no diſturbance of the publike 
repoſe, nor ſo much as the leaſt breach of ve laid to his charge, bur only his 
being a P. ieſt, and in Exrgland; And that thi 


is was his only crime, is unqueſtion- 
ably clear by the Miniſters charirable offer at the Gallows , That there was yet 
time enough ſor him to ſave his life, if be would renounce bis Religion, and be- 
cone a Proteftant ; which he reſolutely denying, as againſt his conſcicnce, was 
firſt hanged amongſt the thieves & murderers, and then quartered as a Traitor; 
and yet both Sheriff, Jury, Judge, and every one that cooper ated to the execution, 
all ſeriouſly proteſſe, that nothing is ſo dear to hem, nothing ſo reaſonable in 
it ſelf, as incoercencie in matters concerning che · ſalvation of our ſouls. I pray 
God we be not too guilty of having a form e del but denying the po wer 
thereof. I pray Godthele ſevere and ungoſpe wy 3 this 
laſt of bloud, fo diſpleaſing to the SpeRarors, and unprot: to the Authors) 
become not in time a prejudice to our Brethren beyond the Seas, a diſcantent- 
ing of our friends at home, and a ſcandal to all the world; for that very day of 
the Prieſts execution I orcheard animble- witted man ſay theſe words, Since we 
are come to this paſſe, that we can fight againſt the Couenant ſor Reſormation of 
the Kirk ; ſequeſter men ſor Rec uſunts, and continse their Sequeſt;ations,whethe; 
they continue their Recuſanc or no; make a cloſt peace with Spain, and openty 
bang up Jeſuites, Sir ANIMA MEA Cum PhiLosoPHIs. © 

Surely ir were far better to let the Papiſts for a while practiſe their kind of 
Chriſtianity, then upon a ſudden deprive them of the onely Religion ro which 
they are accuſtomed, and ſo indanger the driving of them to Atheiſme, inſtead 
of reducing them to Prote lan. 

Beſides, how eaſily may the like ſeverity be exerciſed againſt our ſelves, if 
any Power diſaffected to godlineſſe ſhould gain authority over us? It is but 
ſtraining the word Recuſant a little above the common note, it is but maki 
our holy Conferences Treaſon by Statute; and then all che precious Saints 
deareſt ſervants of the Lord, may be hang d, drawn and quarter d by Law, and 
yet at the ſame time our Executioners may profeſſe (as ſeriouſly as we now ſeem 
to do) Liberty of Conſcience ; only chey will think it reaſonable to be their own 
interpreters, and conſequently intend by this charming found of Liberty, an ab- 
ſolute and-uncontrollable freedom indeed, bur to be enjoyed by none but them- 


ſelves, How do the Papiſts themſelves in France ourgo us in their tender and 
moderate behaviour towards the —— of their country, notwithſtanding 
2 


former 


| | (260 RFC 
-f6tmer provoenν ons to jealouſie in che laſt civil wars? nay not) ding pre- 
, ſent provocations by ad yrs x againſt all of rheir — in England, theß 
diſpute openly-and frequently rogerher, not only the Clergy, but Tradeſmen 
one with another; at many of which conferences 1 hi ben preſent in Paris, 
where every one freely defended his own Opinion, ſo avilly and peaceably, that 
I never returned fromthe place of thoſe diſcourſes, without exceeding comfort 
and ſarisfaRion, thinking often with my ſelf, it were a 8 worthy to be 
tranſyorted into Exglana, as any our Gallants bring from thence. | 
At the end of the Diſpute, (which is not upon _ challenge, but caſu- 
all, though very often) if either party ſeem unſatified, his liberty is inviolably 
preſerved, without ſeizing upon a penny of his eſtate (which there is accounted 
| but a politique — be touching ſo much as a hair of his head, (not to 
ſpeak of ſpilling his blood for a different opinion) which they deteſt as a moſt a- 
bominable cruelty, but with a courteous friendlineſs and mutual compaſſion, part 
in as perfect charity as they met, each hoping and praying for the others conver- 
ſion; in the mean while the King allows a certain number of publike Churches 
to Pot eſtants, and as much liberty in private for the exerciſe of their Conſcien- 
cos, as any diſagreers from the common belief of the State can reaſonably deſire. 
Nay, even the Spaniſh Inq;uſition ( ſo univerſally abhor d) practiſes all ima- 
ginable means towards the accuſed, to reduce his judgement to theirs, before they 
pronounce theirs againſt him, and upon conformity immediately acquit him; 
whereas our Conſcience-ſcqueſtrations are laid on without any diſputing, and 
hardly taken off upon never ſo much confor ming z which very thing I have 
heard ſome Pyr sbyterians object to us; though themſelves made the Abjuring 
Qath on purpoſe to pn the 9 ſaid it was intended only for times 
of War, when all ether wales, eithet of convincing by reaſons, or convicting by 
Law were obſtructed. 2.1 
nd procecding upon the ſame ſubjeR,rhey alle divers Papiſts by name, 
who have not only gone to ( hui ch, but taken both the Communion,Oath of Ab- 
juration and Engagement, and all this undeniably proved by ſufficient Teſtimo- 
ny, yet after ſolemn debate upon their Petitions in Haberdaſbers-Hall to be no 
longer puniſhr,fincethey were no longer guilty,the Commiſſioners declared that 
it was not expreſt in any Ach or Inftiuftzons — the pre ent Parliament, what 
ſhould amount amp, or be adjudged by them to be a Conformity ; and therefore 
they continue the ſequeſtrations as former ly, notwithſtanding ſuch conformity as 
aforeſaid; In particular, on Wedneſday the ſecond of Zwly,165 1. It was the caſe 
(ſaies niy-Presbyrerian friend) of one Smith, a ſuſpected Papiſt, who had Lands 
in che Soke of W.acbefier ſequeſtred; upon his appeal at Haberdaſbers-Haſ , 
2 ſufficient prooſ that he had been ſeveral Lords daies at Church, and 
twice taken the Oath of Abjuration, but one of the commiſſioners made an- 
ſiwyr chat this was not enough, he muſt alſo take the Communion, otherwiſe muſt 
continue ſequeſtred as a Papi/tz wherero Smiths Councel replied, That if it were 
«mark of Fupaſts not to have vecei ved ibe commun in, we are (laid he) all Pa- 
poſts in our Pariſh, ſu, we have had uo Communion in o chuich ibeſe ſ ou. years; 
And tis very probable that chat very commiſtouer who made this objection, hach 
not of late, and perhaps will not receive the Communion in manner as is preſcri- 
bed bythe Statute: and certainly ir is a very ſad talc for us to force others, we 


dition (ho have both gone to Church, and taken the commus in and Oath of, 
Abjuration) have recegyed at the ſaid Hall, is, that the ſaid Commiſſioners have 
promiſed to move the Parliament, to know wha! ſhall amount unto 4 Conformity; 


and it might alſo be defired;w know hat Religion the Papiſts (incaſe they be 


forc'd to leave their, own) hall conform unto, ſince we haye three ſeveral Reli- 
gions, that at preſeſ ſeem to have an cal power or influence ; the Prelatical 
or old Proteſtant (as ſome call ir) is eſtabliſhr by Law; the Presbyterian carries 
the vogue in the Pylpit ; but the Ty pop has the power and countenance 
of the State. Cerrainlythe aboveſaid ſtrange proceedings muſt needs appear, 
both to all Reformed churches abroad, and to vcry many conſcientious people 
at home, as ſavouring;of a deſign to make {urg of the Papiſts eſtates, whatſoever 
becomes of their ſouls. | 

And all this while we hold forth meekneſſe, and all this while we cry up Li- 
berty of Conſcience ) Is it poſſible we ſhould ſo tar forget our princ'ples, as to 
ſ:ize the eſtates of our nei ghbours & kindreꝗ fox Religion , & at the ſame time 
profeſſe to venture all our own, to purchaie freedom of Religion? is it poſſible 
we ſhould expoſe our own lives im ſo ee erous a war, to eſtablith and 


ſecure Liberty of Conſt iencę ʒahd t e fame ĩaſtant of time, hang, draw, and 
quarter men for their Conſcicnces ? how.ſh 
our ſhedding ſo much blood to deliyer our Country from coercencze in matters 
of belief, if as ſoon as the power is in our hands, we embrue them in the blood 


of our Countrymen meer ly ſor their Religion? have we ſo ſuon forgar thoſe 
1575 reproofs of the Ap 2 2. N you-are called Femes, —— reſt in 
r boa 


he Law, and make of God, you know'bis wit, and approve the things 


Lat are more excellent; yon art ent that you ſelves are guides of the bind, 


and lights to them which are in darkneſſe, inflructers of the fooliſh, and teachers 
of babes, whe have the ſorm of kaowledge and of Truth in the law; you thereſa;e 
who teach another, teach you not your ſelves ? you that preach a man (ould not 


ſteale, do you Fieale ? you that ahr idols, do you commit ſac; tledge > In the day 


when God (hall judge the ſecrets of men by Feſus Chriſt, how-can we anſwer that 
excellent and ſctf-evident; precept of N as you would be done unto ? 
God is not mocked; he Led &g , What the meek ſhall inherit the land, 
bur ſurely means not ſuch as ſeem meek only to inherit the Land. 


Thus ſharp!y went on my angry P-esbyterian, and I confeſſe I was extremely 


aſhamed to hear him ſay ſo much rcaſon, chat uſed to ſpeak nothing but paſſion, 


and to ſee my ſelf ſo confounded by one, that I have alwaies overcome with eaſe 
upon any other ſubject, and ſhould have liked far better his obſervations (which 


wich grief I acknowledge to be too true and open to all the wor ld) if they had 


come from an indifferent and unfactious fpirir, becauſe I ſuſpe& they may per- 


haps proceed rather from-envy towards the gaincrs, then pitty upon the loſers : + 


for during the violent, and therefore ſhort,dominion of the Presbyt. iin, never 
were more cruel torturers of the Conc ti nce then they, never a more tyrannical 
Tribunal then their Jure divine Aſſembly, and claſſical High- commiilion but 
the hand of the Lord ſtopt them in their full car ier, and by wotu! cxp<cicrice 
they now find the truth efGods thteatnings, If you bite and de vcure one ah er, 
tate bed you be not conſumed one of another, Gal. 5. 15. Were- 


| ſo ar penalty as the Sequeſtrarian of their Eſta es, to do that which we | 
Ulk Sor do cur ſelves : All the relief and hopes that S and others in his con- 


we anſwer at the day of judgment 


. e it ſhall be my dall to our great a good God, thakh 
* | a inſpire his vad o now fir ae thee Helm, revent the like 
avy MMnente upon themſelves, and ſeriouſly cn boch ch 

allegiance to Reaſon, their duty to God, their | 
les, call 2. them, they would f/f * 
d happil : | der-Y peaceable- 
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or matters of 
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Poſt ſcript. 
Ince there is ſcarce one whom ſomething in theſe 


few ſheets will not pleaſe , nor very many whom 
ſomething will not diſpleaſe; they therefore freely ſub- 


mit themſelves, not onely to the judgement of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, but of every civil man; and I have (accord- 
ding to the Order of Parliament) hereunto ſubſcribed 


my name, 
William Birchley. 
7 


